
CITY OF LOUISBURG, KANSAS
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

JUNE 6, 2016

The Council of the City of Louisburg, Kan sas met at 6:30 p.m. in regular  
session in the City Hall Council Chambers.    Mayor Marty Southard presiding.    
Councilmember David Cannon was absent.

Council Members Steve Town, Dave Maddax, Jean Carder, Carol Aust
          City Administrator Nathan Law

City Clerk Traci Storey
City Attorney Kelly Stohs
Police Chief Tim Bauer
Press Jon VanPelt
Visitors   Brock Elliott, Diana Moore, Cindy Apple, Donna Cook , Debbie 

Seely & Gary Brown

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilmember Dave Maddax led the pledge of allegiance.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

   Councilmember  Jean Carder  moved ,  seco nded by Councilmember Dave 
Maddax  and  carried  4 -0 , to adopt the consent agenda to include adoption of the 
agenda, approval of the  May 16 ,  2016  Council Minutes, and approval of the bills 
list.

VISITORS

Elliott Insurance:  Brock Elliott with Elliott Insurance  presented a dividend 
check for $ 19 , 998.91 .  The check repre sents the dividends earned for participating 
in the Kansas Municipal Utilities Safety Group Dividend Plan.

  Recreation  System :  Diana Moore and Cindy Apple representing the Soccer 
Club and LARA  asked if the City was interested in forming a Recreation 
Commission.   This could help the  recreation options of all ages, from very young 
to senior citizens, as well as further efforts by the Senior Center, Soccer Club and



LARA , to name a few .   Councilmembers had discussion .    The two  realistic  options 
are to  have it  as a  school  district only recreation system/commission  or have  it be a 
joint  school  district  and city  system/commission .   The Governing Body discussed 
their desire for the School District to indicate their support on the issue before any 
further action is taken by the City, but that they are supportive of the concept as 
long as the school district taxing authority is utilized.   Mayor Southard and a few 
Councilmembers will attend the next school board meeting to show support.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Donna Cook of 903 N. Broadway heard  that both  Fox Hall and the old water 
tower  a re  to  be tor n  down.  The Governing Body assured her these are only 
rumors.

Debbie Seely representing the Louisburg Library spoke to the Council about 
the teen program the Library is having this summer.  There will be a scavenger 
hunt with teams getting items for the local food pantry.  The Library asked if the 
City would supply a one-day pass along with a  concession stand food  item and 
drink for  up to  10 teens that win first place on the scavenger hunt.  Councilmember 
Steve Town moved, seconded by Councilmember Dave Maddax and carried 4-0, to 
provide the one-day pool pass and coupon for a food item and drink.

Louisburg resident  Gary Brown  s aid he has been trying to bring in business  
for years in this town but cannot since we do not allow pole signs.  After discussion 
Councilmember  Carol Aust  asked  for  proof  that   t hese businesses actually  did not 
come because of the pole signs.  Brown said it was too late for that.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

May 23 rd  through June 5 th  the Police Department  participated  in the Click It 
o r Ticket Program.   A total of 149 stops were made  in addition to no seat belts, two 
were related to speeding, 20 were no tags, insurance, driver’s license, wa rrants and 
one that had no  breathe analyzer on the vehicle.   There were 141 tickets given for 
no seat belts.  Chief Bauer said the program brings safety awareness to the 
community.

 CITY ATTORNEYS REPORT

 None



COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilmember Town:  Councilmember Steve Town said the Park Board 
had asked about the lights at Lewis/You ng.  The lights  are  being installed now and 
should be finished soon Administrator Law said.

Councilmember Carder:    Councilmember Jean Carder  aske d if someone 
could update the minutes on the w ebsite.  Administrator Law said he would get 
that taken care of.

Carder asked if the pool parking lot would be getting new stripes this year. 
Law said probably at the end of the summer.

Carder asked about the keys to the restroom at Ron Weers Park.  Anyone 
that would like the keys can come into City Hall and leave a deposit for them. 
Once they are returned they will get their deposit back.  Administrator Law said 
they are working on a Park’s Plan that could allow residents to rent out the space at 
the Park.

Councilmember Maddax:   Councilm ember Dave Maddax asked how  we 
change our current sign regulations.  Councilmember Jean Carder gave information 
on the background on the pole signs.  Councilmember Aust would like this to go to 
the Planning Commission and make it happen.  Aust would also like Mark 
Williams with First Option Bank to send another request  to Nathan regarding the 
electronic sign.   Council directed staff to spend time researching sign regulations in 
area communities and considerations for changes to sign regulations in the future. 
Staff will report back at a future Council meeting.

  
MAYOR’S REPORT

  Mayor Marty Southard  presented the 2016 appointments.  Councilmember 
Jean Carder moved, seconded by Councilmember Steve Town.  Council had 
discussion and motion carried 4-0.



Mayor Southard asked if anyone had ideas to get the word out about getting 
people involved and serving on a committee.  Councilmembers agreed that a 
newsletter in the utility bills might be a good option.

 ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

 City Sign Rules:    City Adm inistrator Nathan Law presented a list of City 
Rule Signs for the City of Louisburg community sign.

 Sign may be used for community events sponsored by the City  directly, or 
by some other non-profit group/entity;

 Sign may not be used for commercial advertising;
 Sign may be used for fund-raising events on the site of a for-profit business 

as long as  the  for-profit business does not receive a profit from the event, or 
in any way associated with the event (Ex: business may not sell refreshments 
at an outdoor fundraising concert);

 Churches may not use the sign for notifying of church services, but may use 
the sign to notify the community of events open to the public (Ex: Egg hunts 
or blood drives);

 The following local entities or groups  are allowed to utilize the board if the 
event is intended as a fundraiser:

o USD 416
o LARA
o Community-based Clubs
o Chamber of Commerce or any board/body of which the City is a 

member

Councilmembers agreed with the set of sign rules provided by Administrator Law.

 Comprehensive plan RFP:  Administrator Law stated that following the 
joint planning session on May 23, staff has updated the request for proposals (RFP) 
document to reflect a scope of services with updates based on that discussion.  The 
intent of the RFP is to solicit qualified consulting groups to assist with an update of 
the previous Comprehensive Plan information, expand the content of the document 
to make it more meaningful to those viewing, and assist with strategic planning 
efforts.  This will entail reviewing all previously developed plans for content and 
appropriateness, as well as compiling new meaningful information regarding the 
city and the potential for growth and development.  This process will include large 



amounts of public engagement through various methods, attempting to produce a 
set of goals and objectives that reflect the community’s desire for the future of 
Louisburg.   Administrator Law presented the Request for Proposals document. 
Councilmember Dave Maddax moved, seconded by Councilmember Jean Carder 
and carried 4-0.

2016 Street Bid:   Each year the City bids street work.  This year street work 
for approximately 46 blocks was bid out to three area contractors and/or those 
working with the City of various projects in the past, resulting in the following 
returned bids from area contractors.

 Killough Construction $438,348.55

 O’Donnell & Sons No Return

 P:rime Asphalt & Concrete No Return

Councilmember Jean Carder moved, seconded by Councilmember Steve Town and 
carried 4-0, to award the bid from Killough Construction for $438,348.55.

Councilmember Aust inquired about the Phoenix  Restaurant owners  if we 
have heard anything regarding the building.  City Attorney Kelly Stohs said the 
City must follow the State Statutes.

Councilmember Steve Town wanted to thank the City for  the flowers sent 
for his father’s  funeral , for staff  and city representatives’  attendance at the 
visitation, and for Chief Bauer’s assistance as well.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7:37   p.m. Councilmember  Jean Carder  moved,  seconded by  
Councilmember Dave Maddax to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 4-0.

    Approved:

______________________________
              Marty Southard, Mayor

    Attest:
______________________________



    Traci Storey, City Clerk


