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The link to watch a livestream meeting is
located in the bar next to the search window.

City meetings now livestreamed

The City of Louisburg has gone live.... livestream that is.
City government meetings including city council, park and

tree board, planning commission, historic preservation com-

mission and building and zoning appeal are all available via
a livestream link. The shortcut to the link, which is a movie
camera icon, is available next to the search bar on the city's
website: www.louisburgkansas.gov.

The city began to livestream meetings in July. The link will
take viewers to the most current meeting that is available
to view. Other meetings are listed under the Related Videos
heading on the lower right side of the page. As long as a
viewer has an internet connection, meetings can be viewed
as they happen or watched at a later date.

Mayor Marty Southard said livesteaming provides several
benefits to residents.

“We want to be as transparent as possible and encourage
more citizens to watch what is happening with their local
government,” he said.

All livestreamed meetings start at 6:30 p.m. unless other-
wise noted. The city council meets the first and third Mon-
days of each month unless it is a federal holiday and then
the meeting moves to Tuesday. The historic preservation
meeting is the first Wednesday, park and tree board meets
the second Monday while planning commission meets the
last Wednesday. The board of zoning appeals meets as
needed but generally prior to a planning meeting.
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ing Department at 913-837-5811 before
beginning any construction project.




GOVERNMENT 101

Government Funding — Revenue and Taxes

Aside from utilities and associated fees, the largest form
of revenue that a government entity has is taxes. A number
of taxes support City of Louisburg services including: ad
valorem or property tax, sales tax, motor vehicle tax, rec-
reational vehicle tax, heavy vehicle tax, commercial vehicle
tax, watercraft tax, and franchise tax. If all vehicle-type taxes
are combined into one category, four types of taxes remain
that provide revenue for the general fund with property tax
contributing the most revenue and franchise tax contribut-
ing the least. While we may only pay a couple of those taxes
once or twice a year, those taxes fund many of the services
that otherwise the City could not provide.

Let's take a closer look at how these taxes are factored and
collected.

AD VALOREM OR PROPERTY TAX

Property tax is what you pay for owning a house inside the
taxing jurisdiction in which you live. For the City of Louis-
burg, the city tax is added on top of taxes assessed by Miami
County, USD 416 and Louisburg Library District No. 1. The
process for calculating those taxes goes like this:

+ County determines the value of your house and land,
along with all other property in the city.

+ County provides the estimate of total valuation of all
property in the city.

« City of Louisburg builds a budget and determines how
much property tax revenue is needed.

+ County assesses needed property tax on each property
based on a formula specific to use of property and other
statutory requirements.

* Property owners receive a property tax statement of tax-
es owed for the year.

While that is a very general summary of the greater taxing
process, there are additional considerations for how your
individual property is taxed. Looking only at the City tax
portion, the formula for calculating taxes on residential
property is:

* Appraised Value of House & Land x

Residential Assessment Rate (11.5%%) = Assessed Value

(*this number is established by the state constitution)

* Assessed Value x City Mill Rate = Property Tax

Here's an example on property that is appraised at
$250,000:

* House & Land appraised at $250,000 x 11.5% = $28,750

* $28,750 (Assessed Value) x 30 mills = $862.50

The formula utilizes the “mill rate” to simplify calculating
individual property taxes. One mill is mathematically one
one-thousandth of a dollar, or $0.001. The example of 30
mills is equivalent to 0.030. The mill rate is typically an easier
number to compare than running a formula on each prop-
erty. It is also easier to say the City is raising or lowering mill
rates than to say the overall valuation of the city has either
increased or decreased. Raising or lowering the mill rate
adjusts the ad valorem, remember that's property tax, that
is used to support the general fund and debt service.

In years when valuations increase a homeowner will pay
more in taxes even if the mill rate stays the same. This
allows the taxing entity, like the City of Louisburg, to collect
more tax revenue without a mill levy increase. All aspects of
the budget are reviewed during the annual budget hearing
that must occur, as required by state statute, before it is ap-
proved by the governing body. An approved budget is filed
with the State of Kansas through the County Clerk’s office.

At the Clty of Louisburg, these budget hearings typically
include a presentation with a recommendation or explana-
tion of the general fund and other property-tax supported
funds. The Council conducts one or more budget workshops
prior to the budget hearing with City staff and department
heads to determine what projects and expenses should be
planned for the next year. That includes discussing whether
to take advantage of increased valuations and keep the mill
rate the same or lowering the mill rate to offset the valua-
tion increase. In those years when the valuations decline,
the Council must decide if the mill rate will stay the same
but tax collections will decrease or if the mill rate needs to
increase to cover all the expenses.

Budget hearin

The Louisburg City Council will conduct the 2022 bud-
get hearing during its regular meeting Tuesday, Sept. 7
at City Hall.

SALES TAX

The other large revenue source for the City is sales tax that,
unlike property or vehicle taxes that are collected annual-
ly, are collected monthly by the state based on residents’
everyday purchases. Some consider sales tax a hidden tax
due to how infrequently shoppers scrutinize their receipts
after buying groceries, clothing, etc. Other taxing entities
can add their individual smaller amounts of tax to make up
the overall sales tax. Of the current sales tax paid within the
city limits, the City of Louisburg only collects 1.5 percent of
the full 9.5 percent sales tax. The County also collects 1.5
percent while the state gets the remaining 6.5 percent. In
2020, sales tax dollars on local purchases brought in over
$2 million to support the City's general fund, infrastructure
improvement fund and the Aquatic Center.

GUARANTEED TAX REVENUE

Ad valorem, or property tax, is the only source of funding
that is guaranteed to the City. Taxes received from vari-
ous motor vehicle tax are dependent on vehicle sales and
renewals. Sales taxes can fluctuate up or down depending if
residents shop locally or purchase their goods and services
outside the city. City staff has to estimate sales tax revenue,
sometimes six months or more before receiving the revenue
within the budget year.

The City's proposed 2022 budget is taking advantage of the
ad valorem increase with a slight decrease in the mill levy,
from this year's 34.454 to 32.441 mills next year.



Santa makes plans

to visit Louisburg

Santa Claus reached out to Louisburg
City Hall staff during Christmas in July
and wanted to be sure he could make a

stop in our fair city.

Mark your calendars for his visit from
3-6 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 5 at City Hall.

City Hall staff will assist the Jolly EIf
and will again take reservations for
time slots so children — and parents —
don't have to wait in line. The Louis-
burg Recreation Commission will help

Santa's elves with the visit.

Watch for sign-up information on the
City and LRC's Facebook pages in early

November.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Louisburg Planning Commission
6:30 pm Wednesday, Aug. 25
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Fox Hall Board
5 pm Monday, Aug. 30
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Historic Preservation Commission
6:30 pm Wednesday, Sept. 1
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg City Hall closed for
Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 6

Louisburg City Council

6:30 pm Tuesday, September 7
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway
meeting moved to Tuesday

It's never too early for Santa Claus to schedule his trips from the North Pole. Last year Santa
visits the girls and boys of Louisburg virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic but is planning an
in-person trip this year.

Louisburg Park & Tree Board
6:30 pm Monday, Sept. 13
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg City Council
6:30 pm Monday, Sept. 20
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Recreation Commission
6 pm Tuesday, Sept. 21
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Planning Commission
6:30 pm Wednesday, Sept. 29
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg City Council
6:30 pm Monday, Oct. 4
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Historic Preservation Commission
6:30 pm Wednesday, Oct. 6
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Park & Tree Board
6:30 pm Monday, Oct. 11
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg City Council
6:30 pm Monday, Oct. 18
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Recreation Commission

6 pm Tuesday, Oct. 19
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Planning Commission
6:30 pm Wednesday, Oct. 27
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

An updated calendar as well as agen-
das and minutes for city meetings can
be found at www.louisburgkansas.

gov under the Agendas & Minutes

icon. Meetings can be watched via the
livestream link on the homepage of the
City’s website.

Like & Follow us on Facebook! — Facebook.com/LouisburgKs
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