Council extends FLIP, building permit waiver

The Louisburg City Council has re-
newed the popular FLIP-Residential
and FLIP-Commercial/Enhanced as well
as extended the building permit waiver
for new construction on single-family
homes for 2023.

FLIP-RESIDENTIAL

FLIP-Residential is a way for residents
to make repairs or improvements to
the facade of their home.

Residents can receive 50 percent
reimbursement up to $1,000 for im-
provements that can include repairs
like new windows or doors, exterior
siding or painting and concrete work
such as a driveway or front steps.

In renewing FLIP, the Council made an
adjustment to the residential program.
The Council increased the required val-
uation of a home to participate in the
program to a maximum of $250,000.
The house must be a single-family
dwelling and an application must be
pre-approved before improvements
can be made.

FLIP-COMMERCIAL

The commercial program is open to
all businesses inside the city limits and
can include improvements to the build-
ing's facade including painting, brick
tucking, window and door replacement,
signage and lighting.

Businesses are eligible for a reim-
bursement up to 40 percent of the
project costs although the City's
reimbursable amount will not exceed
$2,500.

FLIP-COMMERCIAL ENHANCED

The council also continued FLIP-Com-
mercial Enhanced that allows commer-
cial business owners to make improve-
ments to the other three sides of the
building and interior life safety issues.
In this program, business owners can
receive up to $5,000 for improvements.
The council extended the program to
include the entire city instead of only
those commercial businesses located
downtown.

Life safety repairs include profession-
al design services for structural engi-
neering; engineering or architectural
drawings; new wiring or electrical panel
to bring building up to current code;
fire sprinkler system repair or installa-
tion; interior fire separations, including
doors; new or improved egress; and
required life-safety signage.

THE FINE PRINT

All FLIP applications must be pre-ap-
proved before work begins. The appli-
cation and a complete list of program

paint to spruce up this home in Louisburg.

The owner of this property took advantage of FLIP-Residential to help pay the cost of an exterior

guidelines are on the City's website.

The council approved a budget of
$20,000 for FLIP-Residential. FLIP-Com-
mercial's approved budget is $15,000
while FLIP-Enhanced has a budget of
$30,000.

All programs are available on a first-
come, first-served basis. Applications
will be accepted starting Jan. 3.

All recipients of an award must com-
plete a W9 form.

BUILDING PERMIT WAIVER

A homeowner constructing a new
home can also save money on permit
fees after the council extended the
building permit waiver to 2023.

A homebuilder on average can save
approximately $1,900 on a 2,000
square foot home. Building permit fees
are based on the assessed value of the
home so savings can vary depending
on the home’s value.

Contact the City's building and zoning
department for more information at
837-5811.

Your Community Magazine « www.louisburgkansas.gov



Mayor
Donna Cook
dcook@louisburgkansas.gov

Ward 1
Scott Margrave
smargrave@louisburgkansas.gov

Ward 2
Tiffany Ellison
tellison@louisburgkansas.gov

Ward 3
Clint Ernst
cernst@louisburgkansas.gov

Ward 4
T) Williams
twilliams@louisburgkansas.gov

At-Large
Steve Town
stown@louisburgkansas.gov

City Hall
Nathan Law
City Administrator
215 S. Broadway
Louisburg, KS 66053
913-837-5371
www.louisburgkansas.gov
Hours: 7 am - 4:30 pm
Monday-Friday

Police Department
Interim Chief Lt. Dave Sander
209 S. Metcalf Rd.
Louisburg, KS 66053
913-837-3191

Fire Department
Chief Gerald Rittinghouse
205 S. Metcalf Rd.
Louisburg, KS 66053
913-837-4700

Louisburg resident named police chief

Louisburg resident Josh Weber has
been named as the new police chief by
the Louisburg city council. His first day
on the job will be Jan. 1.

Weber began his law enforcement
career in the Dickinson County, Kan.,
Sheriff's Office as a part-time deputy

while attending Kansas State University.

He continued working for the sheriff's
office full time after he received his
bachelor's degree from KSU. From
there he went to the Kansas Highway
Patrol where he began his career as a
state trooper. Weber had been with the
KHP for 25 years.

Weber, a KHP lieutenant, most recent-
ly was assigned to the emergency oper-
ations and homeland security division.

Weber is also a captain with the Louis-

burg Fire Depart-
ment where he has
volunteered for 22
years.

Weber moved to
Louisburg after he
graduated from the
KHP training acade-
my in 1999.

Weber is excit-
ed for his career
change.

“I look forward to
working with and serving the Louisburg
community.”

Weber replaces Tim Bauer, who re-
tired as chief in November after serving
in Louisburg for seven years.

MAYOR’S MINUTE

Louisburg Speaks is published six times
a year by the City of Louisburg for its
residents. Please direct questions or
comments to
jcarder@louisburgkansas.gov

The City of Louisburg requires building
permits. Please call the Building & Zon-
ing Department at 913-837-5811 before
beginning any construction project.




Don’t let Old Man Winter catch you unprepared

Old Man Winter is right around the
corner and Fire Chief Gerald Ritting-
house encourages residents to be pre-
pared for winter weather conditions.

“Winter preparedness doesn’t only
pertain to your house. Make sure your
vehicle is prepared in case you get
stranded,” the chief said.

WINTER DRIVING & VEHICLE TIPS
Rittinghouse said many people don't
bother to grab a coat when traveling by
vehicle thinking they are just making a

short trip.

“Always take cold weather gear includ-
ing coat, hat, gloves and appropriate
shoes in case you become stranded,”
he said.

Drivers may want to put together an
emergency kit for their vehicles espe-
cially if they are planning any long-dis-
tance road trips. Here are some items
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention recommends:

* Cell phone, portable charger, and
extra batteries.

* Iltems to stay warm such as extra
hats, coats, mittens, and blankets.

* Windshield scraper.

* Battery-powered radio with extra
batteries.

* Flashlight with extra batteries.

+ Water and snack food.

* First aid kit with any necessary medi-
cations and a pocket knife.

* Cat litter or sand to help tires get
traction, or road salt to melt ice.

* Hazard or other reflectors.

The CDC also recommends preparing
your car for winter weather:

* Check the antifreeze level.

* Replace windshield-wiper fluid with
a wintertime mixture.

* Make sure the tires on your car have
adequate tread and air pressure.

+ Keep the gas tank near full to help
avoid ice in the tank and fuel lines.

PREPARE YOUR HOME

Rittinghouse said preparing your
home can save you in the long run.

“Having regular maintenance on your
HVAC system or checking your fire-
place’s flu each fall can save you from
being out of your house for months in
the event of a fire.”

Install a carbon monoxide detector if
you have a gas furnace or appliances

or use wood heat. Carbon monoxide

is a poisonous, colorless, odorless,
tasteless, flammable gas produced by
fossil fuels.

If the power goes out in your home,
don't try to heat your home with a gas
oven, camp stove or charcoal grill or a
generator installed in the home. Gener-
ators should be located outside and at
least 20 feet from windows, doors and
vents.

OUTSIDE SAFETY

Dress for the occasion if you work
outside or if the kiddos want to play in
the snow.

The CDC says to wear:

*a hat.

* a scarf or knit mask to cover face
and mouth.

* sleeves that are snug at the wrist.

* mittens (they are warmer than
gloves).

* water-resistant coat and boots.

* several layers of loose-fitting cloth-
ing.

Watch for signs of hypothermia. This
condition, when the body tempera-
ture becomes abnormally low, can be
extremely dangerous.

Signs of hypothermia include:

* shivering.

« exhaustion or feeling very tired.

« confusion, fumbling hands, memory
loss.

* slurred speech.

* drowsiness.

Finally Rittinghouse recommends that
parents warn their children to stay off
ice on ponds and lakes, including Louis-
burg Lake. Often, he said, our tempera-
tures don't remain cold enough long
enough to allow ice to become thick
enough to walk on. Call 911 if someone
has fallen through the ice. The fire de-
partment trains for cold water rescues.

Bud(_get flyer

The City's budget season is almost
here. The budget flyer for 2023 will
be included with the utility state-
ment mailing in January and pro-
vides information in an easy-to-un-
derstand format. City officials
encourage citizen participation in
the budget process, with opportuni-
ties starting in late spring.

UTV tags

UTV tags are up for renewal Jan.

1. City residents who wish to drive
their UTV on most city streets must
have the vehicle tagged through the
Police Department. Tags are good
through the calendar year and may
be purchased at City Hall during
regular business hours.

The renewal fee is $50. Owners
must provide a copy of current
insurance and a valid driver’s license
to renew the vehicle. A sticker will be
issued for renewal.

Wintertime natural gas

safet

Residents should remove snow or
ice from their gas meter by brushing
it off with a broom or their hand.
Never kick the meter, which can
damage it.

Chimneys and vents for natural gas
appliances should also be kept free
of snow or ice to prevent potential
carbon monoxide build-up in the
home.

Gas leaks are possible during the
winter due to ground shifting during
extreme cold weather.

If you suspect a gas leak, evacuate
the area immediately and call 911.

Burnln&m C|t21 limits

Fire Chief Gerald Rittinghouse re-
minds residents that open burning is
only allowed inside the city limits on
Fridays and Saturdays.

Burning shall not be initiated two
hours before sunset or until one
hour after sunrise. Materials shall
not be added to any burn from two
hours before sunset until one hour
after sunrise. It is recommended
that wind speeds be between 5-15
mph to help disperse the smoke.

While not required, it is helpful if
you plan to burn to contact Miami
County Dispatch at 913-294-3232
option 4 to help eliminate false calls.



HOLIDAY MAGEC ON BROADWAY

If you missed Holiday Magic on Broad-
way in downtown Louisburg earlier this
month, you missed a great time! A big
thanks to the many businesses and
organizations that contributed to make
this annual event a festive one for the
young and young at heart.

The event was sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce, Louisburg
Library, Louisburg Recreation Commis-
sion and Clty of Louisburg

» A = e
These boys weren’t shy about sharing their
wish lists with Santa. The PTO float was a hit
in the Light-Up Parade. Who doesn’t love a
snowball fight in the grass. The U.S. Army’s
Humvee was a popular spot to explore.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Louisburg City Hall closed Louisburg City Hall closed for Fox Hall/Cemetery Board Louisburg Recreation Commission
New Year's Day, Monday, Jan 1. MLK Day, Monday, Jan. 16 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 30 6 pm Tuesday, Feb. 21

City Hall, 215 S. Broadway LRC Board office, 105 S. Fifth St. East
Louisburg City Council Louisburg City Council
moved to Tuesday due to holiday moved to Tuesday due to holiday Louisburg City Council Louisburg Planning Commission
6:30 pm Tuesday, Jan. 3 6:30 pm Tuesday, Jan. 17 6:30 pm Monday, Feb. 6 6:30 pm Wednesday, Feb. 22
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway City Hall, 215 S. Broadway City Hall, 215 S. Broadway City Hall, 215 S. Broadway
Louisburg City Council- Louisburg Recreation Commission  Louisburg Park & Tree Board
special meeting 6 pm Tuesday, Jan. 17 6:30 pm Monday, Feb. 13
6:30 pm Monday, Jan. 9 LRC Board office, 105 S. Fifth St. East ~ City Hall, 215 S. Broadway
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Planning Commission Louisburg City Council

Louisburg Park & Tree Board 6:30 pm Wednesday, Jan. 25 moved to Tuesday due to holiday
6:30 pm Monday, Jan. 9 City Hall, 215 S. Broadway 6:30 pm Tuesday, Feb. 21
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Like & Follow us on Facebook! — Facebook.com/LouisburgKs
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