Old Man Winter surprised eastern
Kansas on the first day of December with
an early season snowfall. While the snow
didn't amount to much, the Louisburg
Fire Department assisted with several
emergency calls during the all-day storm.

Fire Chief Gerald Rittinghouse reminded
City Council at its meeting that night that
being prepared is critical in staying safe
during winter driving.

“We all think we are making short trips
somewhere during the winter months
and it's very cold outside.” He said those
short trips generally catch people unpre-
pared.

“If you do get stranded in your car or
for some reason your car dies, make sure
you have your own personal blanket and
water bottle in your car. A winter car kit is
vital,” the chief said.

He cautioned that during an extreme
event, it may take emergency services
some time to reach your car.

An emergency car kit should contain a
blanket, warm hat & gloves and bottled
water for each person. Don't forget to in-
clude non-perishable high-protein snacks
and a flashlight, ice scraper, phone char-
ger, jumper cables and first-aid kit.

Other items to consider adding to your
kit are winter boots, if you aren't already
wearing them, hand tools and kitty litter,
which is helpful for traction under the
tires. A package of hand warmers would
be nice if you are stranded for a signifi-
cant length of time.

Rittinghouse said it is important to
make sure to fuel your vehicle once it
drops below half full. This gives you a
cushion if you do get stuck and need
to run the engine to stay warm. Ritting-
house reminded motorists if they do
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A winter car kit should include a variety of items to keep you safe and warm in the event you get

stranded during cold, snowy weather.

get stuck in a snow drift to make sure to
keep the vehicle's exhaust pipe free from
snow to prevent carbon monoxide build-
up inside the car.

If your car starts sliding, Rittinghouse
said the best thing to do is let off the gas
and steer the car in the direction of the

slide. This maneuver should help you
gain control of the vehicle. Once you
have control of the vehicle, either brake
very slowly and lightly to come to a stop
or slowly provide pressure on the gas
pedal to continue traveling forward.
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The City of Louisburg requires building
permits. Please call the Building & Zon-
ing Department at 913-837-5811 before
beginning any construction project.
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Utility changes

Work continues to move the City's
financial system to the new Enter-
prise Resource Planning system that
began just after the new year. The
Utility Billing system is going live in
December, and the Municipal Justice
(Court) system is scheduled to go live
in March 2026.

For the December utility bills, there
will be some accommodations in the
normal process due to the implemen-
tation. For most utility accounts, the
usage will be based on the historical
usage for the account for that same
time period. This timeline change
will require an estimate for gas and
water usage for December based on
the previous year's usage. This is a
one-time variance and the normal
billing process will return for the
January billing process. Any variance
between estimated and actual usage
for the December bill will “true-up”
with the January bill. City staff realizes
this may inconvenience some utility
customers and apologizes for the
temporary change in billing for those
two months.

Council swearing—in

takes place in Januar

Re-elected councilmembers Scott
Margrave, Ward 1, and Tiffany Ellison,
Ward 2, will be sworn into office at a
special meeting of the City Council at
6:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 12. Margrave
and Ellison retained their seats during
the November election.

Wintertime natural gas

safet

City gas customers should remove
snow or ice from their gas meters
during the winter by brushing away
snow and ice either with a broom or
their hand. Never kick the meter.

Chimneys and vents for natural gas
appliances should also be kept free
of snow or ice to prevent the build up
of carbon monoxide in the home or
business.

Gas leaks are possible in the winter
due to ground shifting in cold weath-
er. If you suspect a gas leak, evacuate
the area and call 911.

Tag renewals begin Jan. 1

Petlicenses and UTV tags renew in
the City starting Jan. 1. Tags are valid
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 annually.

Pet licenses are $3 for a spayed or
neutered animal and $5 for other
pets. A copy of the rabies vaccine
must be presented when purchasing
a pet tag.

The UTV renewal fee is $50 and may
be paid during regular business hours
at City Hall. Owners must provide a
copy of current insurance and valid
driver’'s license. A sticker will be issued
for the renewal.

Any resident who wants to drive a
UTV on city streets must have the
vehicle tagged through the Police De-
partment. If you have a new UTV and
need to get it tagged, please call the
Police Department’'s non-emergency
number at 913-837-3191 to make an
appointment for an inspection. More
information on tagging UTVs can be
found on the Police Department page
on the City’s website.

Commumtydgarden

A community garden is in the works
organized by the Louisburg Recre-
ation Commission. Recreation Direc-
tor Brad Sells received the go-ahead
at the City Council's Dec. 1 meeting to
use the space located behind Fox Hall.

Initially the garden will have 10
raised beds with the ability to expand
in the future if there is demand. The
LRC will manage the garden. A lottery
system will be used to determine who
will get each garden spot.

If anyone would like to volunteer to
help construct the garden or is inter-
ested in a plot, please contact Sells at
brad@louisburgrec.com or 913-594-
0244.

Property fraud alert

Miami County’s Register of Deeds
warns residents of property fraud.
This type of fraud happens when
someone illegally uses your property
for financial gain. It occurs when the
scammer sends a fraudulent docu-
ment to the County for recording.

Scan the QR code and go to the
County Register of
Deeds web page to
learn more and to reg-
ister your property in
the property fraud alert
system.




FLIP, building permit waivers renewed for 2026

The Facades of Louisburg Improvement Program and the the fronts of their businesses including brick tucking, lighting
new home construction building permit waiver has been and signage. Up to $5,000 can be received when making life
renewed by the City Council. FLIP began in 2018 while the safety improvements such as structural work, wiring, addi-
building permit wavier has been offered since 2022. tional egress and similar types of needs.

FLIP offers residents up to $2,500 for making improve- The building permit waiver allows a homeowner for a new
ments to their home's facade. Eligible items include foun- single family home to save an estimated $1,900 on a 2,000
dation or concrete work, windows, doors, painting or siding  sg. ft. home.
and trees/landscape. The commercial program assists busi- Information on these programs can be found on the City's
nesses with a $2,500 grant to make similar improvements to  website.

MAYOR’S MINUTE
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More facilities available to rent, updates made in parks

More park facilities are available to
rent after a recommendation by the
Park & Tree Board and action taken by
the City Council in October.

Previously the only amenities avail-
able to rent were Ron Weers Park
Shelter, City Park bandstand and the
shelters north of the lake at Lew-
is-Young Park.

Newly added facilities to the rental list
include the soccer pavilion and area
outside the concession stand at Lew-
is-Young Park and the tennis/pickleball
courts at City Park.

The Council also accepted a recom-
mendation for an adjustment in the
rental fees for some of these locations.

Ron Weers Park shelter remains avail-
able to rent for $25 per four hours (8
a.m.-noon, noon-4 p.m. or 4-8 p.m.) or
an all day rental for $50.

The City Park bandstand and the LYP
shelters, soccer pavilion, and conces-
sion area are available to rent in four-
hour increments, 8 a.m.-noon, noon-4
p.m. or 4-8 p.m., for $10.

The tennis/pickleball courts at City
Park are now available to rent for $10
per hour.

All park amenities remain free to use
on a first-come, first-served basis un-

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
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The two shelters located north of the LeWis-Youn Park lake got a rehab the end of the

summer by City employees. Additional concrete was poured around each of the struc-
tures to allow for the placement of two additional picnic tables. All three picnic tables
are manufactured using recycled tires, similar to the tables located near the conces-
sion stand. The shelters also got a fresh coat of paint.

less the facility has been rented. Facili-

ties available to rent have signage that

will indicate if the amenity is rented.
Other improvements coming to the

parks this spring include new grills at
the LYP shelters and Ron Weers Park
and a light above the basketball goal at
City Park.

Louisburg City Council
6:30 pm Monday, Jan. 5
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg City Council
6:30 pm Tuesday, Jan. 20
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

moves to Tuesday due to Monday

Louisburg City Council holiday

Park & Tree Board

Historic Preservation Committee
6:30 pm Wednesday, Feb. 4
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg City Council

6:30 pm Tuesday, Feb. 17

City Hall, 215 S. Broadway
moves to Tuesday due to Monday
holiday

swearing-in newly elected officials
6:30 pm Monday, Jan. 12
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Park & Tree Board
6:45 pm Monday, Jan. 12
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Municipal Court
4:30 pm Tuesday, Jan. 13
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Convention & Tourism Committee
5 pm Wednesday, Jan. 14
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

MLK Day observance
Monday, Jan. 19, 2026
City Hall closed

Louisburg Recreation Commission
6 pm Tuesday, Jan. 20
LRC office at Broadmoor School

Municipal Court
4:30 pm Tuesday, Jan. 27
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Planning Commission
6:30 pm Wednesday, Jan. 28
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg City Council
6:30 pm Monday, Feb. 2
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

6:30 pm Monday, Feb. 9
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Municipal Court
4:30 pm Tuesday, Feb. 10
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Convention & Tourism Committee
5 pm Wednesday, Feb. 11
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Presidents’ Day observance
Monday, Feb. 16, 2026
City Hall closed

Louisburg Recreation Commission
6 pm Tuesday, Feb. 17
LRC office at Broadmoor School

Municipal Court
4:30 pm Tuesday, Feb. 24
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

Louisburg Planning Commission
6:30 pm Wednesday, Feb. 25
City Hall, 215 S. Broadway

An updated calendar as well as agen-

das and minutes for city meetings can
be found at www.louisburgkansas.gov
under the Agendas & Minutes icon.

Like & Follow us on Facebook! — Facebook.com/LouisburgKs






